
 
 

Nurse Anesthesia 
Program 

Frequently Asked Questions 

(FAQs) 
Is the program currently accredited? 

 
The USM Nurse Anesthesia Program (NAP) received initial accreditation by the Council on 

Accreditation of Nurse Anesthesia Educational Program effective October 12, 2012. 

This signifies that all of the procedural steps have been successfully completed up to this point 

in time. This decision recognizes that the program will provide a graduate level curriculum 

leading to the award of a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree. 

Accordingly, the program just completed its last onsite visit in Spring 2019 and in Fall 2019 

was granted a 4-year accreditation by the Council on Accreditation of the AANA. 

 

The USM School of Nursing is fully accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing 

Education (CCNE), and The University of Southern Mississippi is accredited by the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) and The Mississippi Institutions of Higher 

Learning (IHL). 

 

What degree plan does the USM Nurse Anesthesia Program offer? 

 
The program will provide a graduate level curriculum leading to the award of a Doctor 

of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree. The curriculum is designed as a post- 
baccalaureate to Doctor of Nursing Practice (BSN-DNP) with an emphasis in anesthesia. 

 
How long is the USM NAP? 

 
The USM NAP is a 36 consecutive month integrated curriculum. The Council on Accreditation 

requires that doctoral programs be a minimum of 36 months. 

 
Why should I choose a DNP program? 

 
The American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) and the American Association of 

Nurse Anesthetists (AANA) have adopted the entry-to-practice doctorate degree 
requirement by 2025 for Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists. Many nurse anesthesia 
programs have already made the transition to a doctoral program or are in the process of 
transition. 

 



How many students will be accepted? 

 
There will be approximately 20 applicants accepted into the program each year.pted?



 

When is the deadline for applications? 
 

The deadline for applications to be submitted is June 1st of the prior year to which admission is 

being sought. Supporting documents from external sources (GRE Scores, official transcripts, 

reference letters, pending BSN completion degrees, etc.) must also be received by the Graduate 

School on or before the June 1st
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Does your program follow the academic calendar? 

For the first didactic year, the program primarily follows the academic calendar with the 

exceptions of announced meetings or activities. Graduate students in a professional 

program are often required to attend events outside of the normal class hours. It is an 

expectation of the program. Once in the program and when clinical rotations begin, we do 

not follow the academic calendar. 

 

Is there a part-time plan of study? 

 
No. The only plan of study in the nurse anesthesia program is full-time. The program is 

36 consecutive months which includes didactic and clinical components. 

 
Can I work while I am enrolled in the program? 

 
Employment is strongly discouraged for the BSN-DNP students because of the rigorous 

academic demands. If students seek outside employment, they must remain in academic 

good standing to proceed in the program. Students are prohibited from working in any 

capacity that involves the administration of anesthesia. 

 

Admission Requirements 
 

Applicants to the BSN-DNP program in nurse anesthesia must meet the admissions criteria 

of the USM Graduate School in addition to the criteria set by the USM Nurse Anesthesia 

Program. Admission criteria to the USM Graduate School can be found on their website. 

To be considered for admission into the BSN-to-DNP Nurse Anesthesia Program the 

applicant 



7. Proof of current certification of advanced cardiac life support (ACLS), pediatric 

advanced life support (PALS), basic life support (BLS), and critical care nurses certification 

(CCRN). If the certifications expire prior to starting the program, application may proceed but 

must be renewed by January of admission year to begin the program. 

8. Completion of the official application materials and payment of application fees by the 

stated deadline. (Graduate school fee, NAP application fee mailed to Sonia Adams) 

9. Personal interview or video interview with Admissions Committee (if invited). 

10. Proof of immunization against hepatitis B and MMR, recent health examination, and TB 
skin test yearly. 

11. Criminal background check and drug screening upon matriculation into program. 

Is an undergraduate degree in nursing required in order to apply to the 

program? 

 
Yes, applicants must possess a Bachelor of Science in NursJ
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Is there a score requirement on the GRE? 

 
It is recommended that to be competitive an applicant should have a GRE score of: 

¶ 300 or higher (on the 130-170 scale) when combining the verbal and quantitative 
scores. Competition is difficult. A score of approximately 150 in each verbal and 
quantitative and a 4.0 analytical will be competitive. 

¶ Analytical Writing Score of 4.0 or higher, a lower analytical score may be accepted. 

 
How old can the GRE scores be? 

 
The GRE exam scores must be within the past five years. 

 
Should I spend time with a CRNA observing cases in the operating room? 

 
This is preferable and should be done early in the application process to allow you time to 

understand the role of the CRNA, the profession to which you are applying. The CRNA that you 

shadow will also need to provide you with a letter of recommendation that references the 

number of hours you have observed the CRNA, as well as the types of cases you observed. 

We prefer CRNAs to be shadowed rather than anesthesiologists (MD anesthesia providers). 

Ask questions about the role of the CRNA as well. We prefer 24 hours of shadowing or more. 
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Additional fees and expenses are associated with the program. A program fee of approximately 
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