




 
b. If you are mailing your proposal package via U.S. Postal Service, mail to: The 

University of Southern Mississippi 
Procurement Services (RFP #) 
118 College Drive #5003 
Hattiesburg, MS 39406-0001 

 
c. If you are express mailing your proposal package via Federal Express or 

UPS, or any other delivery service which requires the use of a physical 
address, deliver to: 

The University of Southern Mississippi 
Receiving Department 
2609 West 4th Street 
Hattiesburg, MS 39401 

 

6.) Bids or proposals shall not be modified, corrected, altered, or amended after the 
specified closing time and the opening of such proposals, unless otherwise noted 
in the request for proposals or proposals. 

 
7.) The University of Southern Mississippi reserves the right to reject any and all 

proposals, to waive any informality in proposals, and unless otherwise specified 
by the bidders, to accept any items on the proposal.  If the bidder fails to state the 
time within which proposals must be accepted, it is understood and agreed that 
The University of Southern Mississippi shall have 90 days to accept. The 
University of Southern Mississippi reserves the right to make an award to this 
proposal on an all or none basis, or on a line-by-line basis, whichever serves the 
best interest of The University of Southern Mississippi. 

 
8.) Contracts and purchases will be made or entered into with the lowest, 

responsible bidder meeting specifications. 
 
9.) A written purchase order or contract award mailed or otherwise furnished to the 

successful bidder within the time of acceptance specified in the Invitation for Bid 
results in a binding contract without further action by either party.  The contract 
shall not be assignable by the vendor in whole or in part without the written 
consent of The University of Southern Mississippi. 

 
10.) Unless written exception is provided in the proposal response, the winning 

Vendor agrees to be bound by the USM Terms and Conditions, which are 
incorporated herein, and may be found at https://www.usm.edu/procurement-





equal opportunity employer and, therefore, maintains a policy which prohibits 
unlawful discrimination based on race, color, creed, sex, age, national origin, 



a complete brochure with pictures on each item and shall point out specifically 
any deviations from the specified items. Failure to do so may disqualify any 
proposal.  Please proposal as specified or an approved equal. 

 
28.) A copy of the manufacturer’s standard guarantee/warranty shall accompany 

and become a part of this proposal. 
 
29.) There are no federal or state laws that prohibit bidders from submitting a 

proposal lower than a price or proposal given to the U.S. Government.  Bidders 
may proposal lower than U.S. Government contract price without any liability as 
The University of Southern Mississippi is exempt from the provisions of the 
Robinson-Patman Act and other related laws.  In addition, the U.S. Government 
has no provisions in any of its purchasing arrangements with bidders whereby a 
lower price to The University of Southern Mississippi must automatically be given 
to the U.S. Government. 

 
30.) All invoices, unless noted otherwise, are to be billed to: 

 
The University of Southern Mississippi 
School Of Polymer Science and Engineering 

      118 College Drive #5050 
Hattiesburg, MS 39046 
Christy.harvey@usm.edu 

 
31.) All equipment proposals shall be of current production and of the latest design 

and construction. 
 
32.) Where all, or part(s), of the proposal is requested on a unit price basis, both the 

unit prices and the extension of the unit prices constitute a basis of determining 
the lowest responsible and responsive bidder.  In cases of error in the extension 
of price, the unit price will govern. 

 
33.) Should the University close due to inclement weather conditions, or any other 

unforeseen events on the proposal opening date, sealed solicitations will open 
the following business day at the same time and location. 

 
34.) The University reserves the right to solicit Best and Final Offers (BAFOs) from 

Vendors, principally in situations in which proposal costs eclipse available 
funding, or the University believes none of the competing proposals presents a 
Best Value (lowest and best proposal) opportunity. Because of the time and 
expense incurred by both the Vendor community and the University, BAFOs are 
not routinely conducted. Vendors should offer their best pricing with the initial 



to improve the opportunity for attaining Best Value scenarios from among the 
remaining competing Vendors. All BAFO proceedings will be uniformly 
conducted, in writing, and be subject to solicitation by the University and receipt 
from the Vendors under a precise schedule. 

 
35.) As an alternative to traditional sealed bids in envelopes, the University of 

Southern Mississippi is capable of receiving electronic proposal responses.  While 
this option is available, it is not required, and we ask that all potential respondents 
keep in mind that with any electronic system there could be delays or glitches with 
the submission process; therefore the University highly encourages traditional 
sealed bids which are either mailed or submitted in person.  Should a vendor 
choose to submit their response electronically, please follow the instructions 
below using the following website: 
https://www.ms.gov/dfa/bid_proposal_search/Home/Sell.  On this site you will find 
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sample weight loss of up to 1 g. 
o The TGA must employ horizontal purge gas flow to minimize buoyancy 

effects from purge gas and for direct output to off gas analysis. 
o A reactive gas inlet allows for reactive gases to be introduced to the sample 

without contamination of the balance. 
o The TGA must include touch screen capable of recalling and running 

preprogrammed methods, loading, taring, and monitoring running 
experiment. 

o Data files contain measured sample temperature, not calculated 
temperature. This allows the user to know what temperature the sample is 
at during different heating rate experiments and makes for accurate and 
precise transition temperatures. 

 
 

 Hardware and Software 
o The instrument must include operating software which allows for the 

instrument to be fully calibrated and verified automatically, without the need 
for operator presence.  Calibrations must include weight and temperature.   

o The operating software should also be capable of periodically and 
automatically checking for updates via an internet connection and 
downloading/installing those updates if desired. 

o The data analysis software should be unkeyed, to allow for unlimited 
installations within one site for multiple users. 

o The data file format should easily



 

H. Additional Requirements 
The University acknowledges that the specifications within this RFP may not be 
exhaustive. Ratha he known us that mu st be 
puxst] ifxbghat additiona]


