
 

MODERN BRITISH AND AMERICAN LITERATURE 
Minimum Reading List (Updated 2021) 

 
James Agee  
Let Us Now Praise Famous Men 
 
Sherwood Anderson 
Winesburg, Ohio 
 
W.H. Auden 
Selected Poems 
 
Djuna Barnes 

      Nightwood 
 
Samuel Beckett 
Waiting for Godot 
Endgame 
Murphy 

 
Willa Cather 
My Antonia 
 
Joseph Conrad 
Lord Jim or The Secret Agent 
Heart of Darkness 
 
Hart Crane 
The Bridge 
 
Countee Cullen 

      Selected Poems 
 
John Dos Passos 
Manhattan Transfer  
 
H.D. 
Selected Poems 
 
Theodore Dreiser 
Sister Carrie or An American Tragedy 
 
T.S. Eliot 
Complete Poems 
Essays: “Tradition and the Individual Talent” and “Ulysses, Order and Myth” 
 
Ralph Ellison 
Invisible Man 





 

James Weldon Johnson 
The Autobiography of an Ex-



 

Ezra Pound 
Selected Poems (including selected Cantos) 
Selected Essays 
 
John Crowe Ransom 
Selected Poems 
 
Jean Rhys 
Good Morning, Midnight 
 
Edwin Arlington Robinson 
Selected Poem 
 
Henry Roth 
Call it Sleep 
 
George Bernard 



 

 
Virginia Woolf 
To the Lighthouse  
Mrs. Dalloway 
The Waves or Between the Acts 
A Room of One’s Own 
Selected Essays 
 
Richard Wright 
Native Son 
 
W.B. Yeats 
Complete Poems 
one play 
 
Louis Zukofsky 
Selected Poems 

 
 

Relevant secondary works (critical, theoretical, historical, biographical, generic, etc.) are not listed 
here. Students should discuss this matter with the appropriate professors and develop their own 
list of suggested texts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 


